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Here is a block of latex code to produce some Python code.  I'd like to be able to copy and paste it into Python.  


\documentclass{standalone}

\usepackage{listings}             % Include the listings-package
\begin{document}
\lstset{language=Python,
  columns=fullflexible,
  basicstyle=\ttfamily,
  showstringspaces=false
}

\begin{lstlisting}
def test(inputvariable):
    if inputvariable == 4:
        print("The input variable is 4 .")
        print("So I'm giving this response.")
    print("done with if statement.")

test(4)
test(3)
\end{lstlisting}

\end{document}



It looks right:

Unfortunately when I copy and paste it, the indentation is lost, and that's pretty key to how Python works.


Is it possible to get the spacing to appear when I copy/paste it?
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                Just... don't: tex.stackexchange.com/a/195495/21891
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Inho it is not really possible in a reliable way. It depends too much on the pdf viewer. It is possible to insert real spaces with the \pdffakespace primitive, but the indentation is preserved in sumatra only if I map the space (globally!) to the Unicode Character 'FIGURE SPACE' (U+2007), and in the adobe reader it still disappears.


\documentclass{article}

\usepackage{listings}             
\usepackage[T1]{fontenc}

\makeatletter
\lst@AddToHook{Init}
    {\def\lst@outputspace{ \pdffakespace}}
\makeatother

\input{glyphtounicode}

% saner but doesn't work
%\pdfglyphtounicode{space}{0020}

% works in sumatra:
\pdfglyphtounicode{space}{2007}

\begin{document}

\lstset{language=Python,
  columns=fullflexible,
  basicstyle=\ttfamily,
  showspaces,
  showstringspaces=false
}


\begin{lstlisting}
def test(inputvariable):
    if inputvariable == 4:
        print("The input variable is 4 .")
        print("So I'm giving this response.")
    print("done with if statement.")

test(4)
test(3)
\end{lstlisting}

\end{document}
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                I'd be very interested to see a recap of the available options:  there's \pdffakespace, \pdfinterwordspaceon, the accsup package, and they all seem to do slightly different things. @UlrikeFischer, do you know how Chromium's "print to PDF" feature works? It produces PDFs with spaces that evince has no trouble copying, whereas all other solutions that I've seen failed with Evince.
                
                
– Clément
                

                Aug 7, 2016 at 22:26
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	listings
	python

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        
	Linked

	    
            
				
					11

				
				Problem copying text from pdf - spaces being stripped
			

            
				
					9

				
				How to copy/paste multiple spaces from lstlistings?
			

            
				
					3

				
				Listing cut and paste in PDF
			

            
				
					3

				
				Produce copy-paste friendly code blocks in PDFs
			

            
				
					3

				
				How make a LaTeX document that generates a PDF from which copy-paste works correctly for empty lines and leading space indentation?
			

            
				
					0

				
				How to render a PDF with selectable indentation whitespace for a code block?
			

            
				
					1

				
				What are good ways to format source code in LaTeX?
			

            
				
					1

				
				How to include code in Latex so it can be copied from pdf file to editor?
			

            
				
					0

				
				Easy copy and paste (gnuplot) code from pdf file (made in latex) to programming enviroment itself (Gnuplot program)
			

            
				
					1

				
				pandoc *.md to *.pdf with code block that keeps spaces/tabs
			

		    
                See more linked questions
            

	





    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            13

                        
                        Problems with copy and paste from PDF using lstlisting
                    

                    
                        
                            32

                        
                        Ensure verbatim code block is copy/paste-able
                    

                    
                        
                            8

                        
                        How can I avoid the use of default styles when no listings language is set?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How to paste source code into LaTeX with correct indentation
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        lstnewenvironment/lstset : using colors conditionally emph/emphstyle - SAS: (in=_x) versus if x in (1,2)
                    

                    
                        
                            5

                        
                        How to configure tcblisting with minted to allow copy/paste from listing with whitespace characters?
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Converting at once 5000 GeoJSON into ESRI Shapefiles with QGIS
                

            
	
                

                    How to reproduce this kind of wavy line?
                

            
	
                

                    One-Dimensional Pinball
                

            
	
                

                    Transit at PEK international aiport T3
                

            
	
                

                    Travelling Europe with UK partner as Dutch citizen
                

            
	
                

                    How hard to brake to perfectly smoothly reach the destination?
                

            
	
                

                    Anna tries to make triangles from broken sticks
                

            
	
                

                    30°F / -1°C sleeping bag vs a 50°F / 10°C sleeping bag whilst wearing layers
                

            
	
                

                    Flight to Canada 20-hour layover in Narita. Filipino
                

            
	
                

                    Why does it appear that God punishes Syria in Amos 1 for attacking Israel, even though he previously caused them to attack Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    What are the consequences that European standards being cited in law must be publicly accessable, but are protected by copyright?
                

            
	
                

                    Is intent required for genocide?
                

            
	
                

                    What are these fibers coming out from the baseboard?
                

            
	
                

                    Dominance of connectives: Why do we teach this?
                

            
	
                

                    Is electric current actually the flow of electrical charge?
                

            
	
                

                    How are directory contents determined in Finder?
                

            
	
                

                    No cloning theorem for classical states
                

            
	
                

                    Delayed blast fireball + sculpt spell = safely pick up fireball?
                

            
	
                

                    Series or movie with long-lived witches hiding in the modern world?
                

            
	
                

                    An exact definition of multiplication
                

            
	
                

                    What does an SD Card do internally during the 74 clock cycles at startup
                

            
	
                

                    How do I describe when someone is in possession of something they haven't been given
                

            
	
                

                    Why wasn't the planet Uranus recognized by ancient cultures?
                

            
	
                

                    Is non-physicalism reasonable?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    




lang-tex



                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        TeX - LaTeX

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5960
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    