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I am wondering if we could have a pdf file, which can tell what viewer its being viewed with. I was looking for some tex command, which says something like:


If viewer is Acrobat, print "Hi You are viewing this file in acrobat"
Else, print "Hi you are not using acrobat".


The reason I need this is because I am using some tex features that require the pdf viewer to have java enabled. So, when the viewer being used is not java enables, the pdf must contain "View this file in Acrobat Reader" .


Is there any macro in any package for detecting if the pdf viewer being used is Acrobat Reader or not.


I hope I am clear.
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                I know "Don't do that" isn't really an answer, but the lethal combination of java with Acrobat has been open to numerous exploits, and any of your (potential) users with a minimum grounding in Internet Security 101 will simply throw your file into the garbage, Sorry.
                
                
– Brent.Longborough
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                You're correct, though I don't know much about internet security, I might not want the pdf file to display my id address or even some marginally sensitive network information. I have noticed in some of the fillable-pdfs that we find on the internet, ex. visa forms, etc, which mostly work in Acrobat (and other java enabled viewers), when we try to open the file using an inappropriate viewer, it says - "Use Adobe Acrobat to View this file". Hope I am right. Though am no way an expert on internet security, I take your opinion for it.
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                One important thing to realize here is that java and javascript are two completely different languages which don't relate to each other in any way (other than similar name)!
                
                
– morbusg
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                Yes, I'm sorry if it seems harsh, but the exploits I'm talking about aren't just displaying sensitive information -- they're about taking over your computer and using it to send spam, steal from your bank account, encrypt all your files and then demand a ransom, and a multitude of other evils.
                
                
– Brent.Longborough
                

                Mar 12, 2013 at 12:43
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PDF as defined in the PDF norm has no facilities for viewer-dependent content. Its main goal is to be viewer-independent.


So your only option are JavaScript actions supported by some viewers (notably Adobe's). AFAIK Java is not supported by any PDF viewers.

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Mar 29, 2013 at 13:10
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        Martin SchröderMartin Schröder
        
            15.2k88 gold badges5353 silver badges140140 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






             
    
        
            

	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	formatting
	pdf
	viewers
	javascript

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        
	Linked

	    
            
				
					2

				
				Can include text which conditionally appears depending on PDF viewer?
			

            
				
					3

				
				How to include interactive java-based web pages inside LaTeX generated PDF documents
			

	





    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            100

                        
                        How to annotate PDF files generated by pdflatex?
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Can pdflatex create the pdf file while a previous version is being viewed with Adobe Reader?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Texmaker's internal PDF-viewer keeps file handler to .pdf open and hinders subsequent compilings
                    

                    
                        
                            13

                        
                        Can I make an "abbreviation expansion" in PDF visible?
                    

                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        TexStudio pdf viewer do not show same content as actual PDF. Font issue?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Fandol fonts not rendered in TeXworks PDF viewer
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Rocket attached to a pendulum. How is energy conserved?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my clear wood finish drying orange?
                

            
	
                

                    How to remove the smell of bicarbonate of soda?
                

            
	
                

                    Contract for plumber vs roofer
                

            
	
                

                    Received a verbal offer via videoconferencing - how long to wait for initial written offer?
                

            
	
                

                    Presentability rank of tensor product of presentable categories
                

            
	
                

                    How should I fit casing to a door with sidelights having differing head heights?
                

            
	
                

                    One-Dimensional Pinball
                

            
	
                

                    What do I do about a professor that demands I publish a nonsense proof?
                

            
	
                

                    What does "obey/peithomenois" mean in "but obey unrighteousness" Romans 2:8?
                

            
	
                

                    Can DOS make use of more than 640 KB of conventional memory on 80186?
                

            
	
                

                    Is electric current actually the flow of electrical charge?
                

            
	
                

                    A puzzle about ERIC
                

            
	
                

                    What is the LaTeX equivalent of setting \uchyph=1?
                

            
	
                

                    What does 老 indicate in 为啥他老在摇？
                

            
	
                

                    What happens when Congress violates the Constitution through inaction?
                

            
	
                

                    Children's book about a cat named Clara and a cat named Mrs. Cat
                

            
	
                

                    How would a creature adapted to life in a completely dark environment also have the ability to change its skin pattern like an octopus?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the lunar relief not visible in photographs of solar eclipses?
                

            
	
                

                    Why multiply by the length of other vector when taking the dot product?
                

            
	
                

                    Can you enter a Steel defender for protection?
                

            
	
                

                    Series or movie with long-lived witches hiding in the modern world?
                

            
	
                

                    How to reproduce this kind of wavy line?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make use of Cat 5e cabling in my home?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    




lang-tex



                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        TeX - LaTeX

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.7.5898
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    