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Within Cygwin I use vim to write my .tex file, then compile with pdflatex.
I then view the .pdf file with Adobe Reader (outside Cygwin that is, I just double-click the .pdf file from within a windows 'explorer' window).


If I then edit my .tex file and recompile with pdflatex I have to first close the file in Reader, otherwise pdflatex complains that the file is being used and will note write the updated .pdf file.


On my Mac at home (using the in-built PDF viewer 'Previwer') I do not need to close the .pdf I am viewing -- and furthermore the viewer will recognize that I have updated the .pdf and show me the new version. All quite nice really.


I would like to have similar behaviour on my work Cygwin system. Any ideas how I could do that?


Some technical details:


	using Cygwin v 1.7.15 (from cygcheck) or CYGWIN_NT-6.1-WOW64 (from
uname)
	using Adobe Reader X version 10.1.6



Many thanks.
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                Welcome to TeX.sx! Your post was migrated here from Stack Overflow. Please register on this site, too, and make sure that both accounts are associated with each other (by using the same OpenID), otherwise you won't be able to comment on or accept answers or edit your question.
                
                
– Werner
♦                

                Mar 18, 2013 at 15:56
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                The pdf viewer called Evince works fine for me on linux. Wikipedia says Evince runs on Windows as well. On MacOS, isn't there an app called Preview or something?
                
                
– user6853
                

                Mar 18, 2013 at 21:44
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The behaviour you are seeing is caused by the fact that Adobe Reader locks the file while it is open. Use a better PDF viewer, or use an integrated solution (with viewer) like TeXWorks, TeXStudio or TeXMaker.


Aparently there seems to be no way to make Adobe Reader behave like a nice application...
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                Is there any way to set Adobe Reader to not lock the file?
                
                
– Robert
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                Indeed, why should a reader lock a file? An editor could (or should) but not a reader.
                
                
– lhf
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                @lhf in Adobe's defense, Adobe Reader can work with PDF annotations etc... which probably modifies the file. Still, it is more counterproductive than anything else, I agree.
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                @rubenvb, you're right, I had forgotten about annotations.
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                That's not really much of an excuse. If you try to use Reader to modify a pdf file, then it should attempt to get a lock at the moment when you start doing the modification, not earlier, since 99.9% of users are only using it to read, not modify.
                
                
– user6853
                

                Mar 18, 2013 at 21:47
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            18

                        
                        How to go to the previously viewed page in various PDF viewers, e.g TexWorks'?
                    

                    
                        
                            5

                        
                        Launch video from pdf
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        TikZ: transparency causes problems with the color black (opacity, transparency, color model, Adobe Reader)
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        How to correctly configure TeXnicCenter to open PDF files with the Microsoft Windows Reader app?
                    

                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        Is there a viewer command that will close only the current PDF document in TeXnicCenter?
                    

                    
                        
                            24

                        
                        How do I open PDF in Adobe Reader DC without locking the file from being updated by pdflatex?
                    

                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        pdflatex closes the PDF file when compiling
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Verbs with ending [ます] to [く]
                

            
	
                

                    Would traveling to Russia cause problems for future US border entries?
                

            
	
                

                    Is non-physicalism reasonable?
                

            
	
                

                    Applications of Categorical Logic to Logic
                

            
	
                

                    Why does it appear that God punishes Syria in Amos 1 for attacking Israel, even though he previously caused them to attack Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a language to write programmes by pictures?
                

            
	
                

                    Instrumenting PCBs for current consumption
                

            
	
                

                    Series or movie with long-lived witches hiding in the modern world?
                

            
	
                

                    Ideals generated by Turing independent sets
                

            
	
                

                    An exact definition of multiplication
                

            
	
                

                    How can I penalize using accelerated time in Full Dive Virtual Reality?
                

            
	
                

                    Create n random points on [0,1] with minimum distance
                

            
	
                

                    Should under slab basement plumbing include a trap for the shower?
                

            
	
                

                    For this particular Ring oscillator topology, will the circuit prefer to latch up or oscillate?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my Windows drive appearing as encrypted in Linux (Ubuntu)?
                

            
	
                

                    Why multiply by the length of other vector when taking the dot product?
                

            
	
                

                    What are the consequences that European standards being cited in law must be publicly accessable, but are protected by copyright?
                

            
	
                

                    Anna tries to make triangles from broken sticks
                

            
	
                

                    How did the AOL software provide internet access to other applications running on Windows 95/98?
                

            
	
                

                    Conceal passwords in configuration files but maintain password length
                

            
	
                

                    A puzzle about ERIC
                

            
	
                

                    Contract for plumber vs roofer
                

            
	
                

                    30°F / -1°C sleeping bag vs a 50°F / 10°C sleeping bag whilst wearing layers
                

            
	
                

                    What's this vintage diode(?) from the 1970s?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    




lang-tex



                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        TeX - LaTeX

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.7.5898
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    