
    
    

    

        


	
			
			
				

			

			
				
			
			
				
					Stack Exchange Network

					
						Stack Exchange network consists of 183 Q&A communities including Stack Overflow, the largest, most trusted online community for developers to learn, share their knowledge, and build their careers.
					

					Visit Stack Exchange
					
				

			






		        
                        
                            
                            
                            
    

    
        
            Loading…

        

    


    
    


    



                        

                

		


    	
            
        


            
                	
                            
                                Tour
                                
                                    Start here for a quick overview of the site
                                
                            
                        
	
                        
                            Help Center
                            
                                Detailed answers to any questions you might have
                            
                        
                    
	
                                    
                                        Meta
                                        
                                            Discuss the workings and policies of this site
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                
                                    About Us
                                    
                                        Learn more about Stack Overflow the company, and our products
                                    
                                
                            


            

        

        	
            
                
            
        
	
                

    
        
            
                current community
            

            
                
                    
                        
                    
                

            

        

        
            	
                            
                
        

        
            TeX - LaTeX
        
    

    

    
            help
            chat
    


                    
	
                            
        
    


                            
        

        
            TeX - LaTeX Meta
        
    

                    


        


        
            
your communities            


        

        

                
Sign up or log in to customize your list.                

        


        
            more stack exchange communities
            

            company blog
        

        
                

        
        
    


        
	
	
                            Log in
                        
	Sign up





	



            
                    


            


        
            
            
                
            

                

    



                

            

        

    
                


    
        
            	
                    	


    
        
                Home

        

    

	


    
        
                Questions

        

    

	


    
        
                Tags

        

    

	
	


    
        
                Users

        

    

	


    
        
                Companies

        

    

	


    
        
                Unanswered

        

    



                
	

    Teams


    
        Stack Overflow for Teams
        â€“ Start collaborating and sharing organizational knowledge.
        
        

        Create a free Team
        Why Teams?

    


	
        
            Teams

            
                
            

        
    
	
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                    Create free Team
                

            

        
    


        
    




        
            


            
                Teams

                Q&A for work

                Connect and share knowledge within a single location that is structured and easy to search.

                
                    Learn more about Teams
                
            


            
                
            

        









        

            


    


    
        

            
                        Can or will pdf with MinionPro produced by ps2pdf allow to search for words with ligatures, such as "final"?

                
                        
        Ask Question
    

                

            

            
                    
                        Asked
                        9 years, 1 month ago
                    

                    
                        Modified
                        6 years, 6 months ago
                    

                    
                        Viewed
                        296 times
                    

            


            
                

    

    

		





    
        
            
        
            
        
        
            4
        

        
            
        


        

    
    









    
    




        


        


    
    
                
This is either a question or an encouragement, depending on the situation. If a pdf typeset with latex and made into a pdf with ps2pdf contains the word "final", searching for that word in the pdf with Acrobat Reader yields no hit.


The reason is that the pdf file is typeset with a "fi" ligature, and the search algorithm does not know that "final" should also search for the "fi" ligature. On the other hand, if the same ps file is distilled with Acrobat Distiller, the search works. Distiller somehow is more capable.


Can this be achieved with ps2pdf already now (it was not possible a few years ago)? Or will it be possible at least one day in the future? 


I use the newest 2014 texlive distribution, OSX, the MinionPro font and package with T1 fontenc and utf8 inputenc, the Myriad font, 50 other packages, and work along the dvi -> ps -> pdf route. This is the minimal example:


\documentclass{book} 
\usepackage[T1]{fontenc}
\usepackage[utf8]{inputenc}
\usepackage{MinionPro}
\begin{document}
Almost final.
\end{document}



By the way, this MinionPro problem is indeed solved with glyphtounicode.tex for MinionPro if the dvips/ps2pdf route is avoided, and the pdf is produced directly. The problem only appears if intermediate postscript is produced. Therefore another way out, in principle, would be to find successor packages for pstricks and psfrag, which also allow to use my hundreds of eps images, and that work with pdflatex. However, the package experts explained that this is not possible yet.
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In the meantime, the maintainers of ps2pdf/ghostscript have explained in detail at bugs.ghostscript.com/show_bug.cgi?id=695806 (where the question was also posted) that ps2pdf could in principle be expanded to allow such a search, but that the solution would take a large amount of work and produce only little benefit to the end user. Therefore the ps2pdf team will not implement it. 


Therefore, the answer to this question is: Not in the foreseeable future.
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