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I am trying to get good copy-n-paste'able text from a LaTeX generated PDF using the listings package. 


I have three listings that all behave not as I'd like:


	Long lines are broken using breaklines and when copy-n-pasted the linebreak is also copied (tested in Preview and Adobe). I'd like it to NOT copy the line break (see example in MWE).

	Correctly indented and spaced listings are displayed differently when cut-n-pasted. 




For example, this listing:


\begin{lstlisting}[caption={Initial base.tf configuration}, language=java]
    provider "aws" {
      access_key = "abc123"
      secret_key = "abc123"
      region     = "us-east-1"
    }
\end{lstlisting}



Becomes:


provider "aws" { access_key = "abc123" secret_key = "abc123" region = "us-east-1"
}



I've cut down my doc to an MWE.


\documentclass[letterpaper,oneside,12pt]{book}
\usepackage[T1]{fontenc}
\usepackage[no-math]{fontspec}

% fonts
\setmainfont{Charis SIL}

% Listings
\usepackage{MnSymbol}
\usepackage{listings}
\usepackage{fancyvrb}

\newfontfamily{\lstsansserif}[Scale=.85]{DejaVuSansMono}

\lstset{
caption=\lstname,
fancyvrb=true,
basicstyle=\ttfamily\linespread{0.9}\lstsansserif,
tabsize=2,
numbers=none,
upquote=true,
showstringspaces=false,
breaklines=true,
literate={-}{-}1,
breakatwhitespace=false,
escapechar=\&,
columns=fullflexible,
keepspaces=true
}

\begin{document}

\begin{lstlisting}[language=bash, caption={Download the Terraform zip file}, language=bash]
$ cd /tmp
$ wget https://releases.hashicorp.com/terraform/0.7.7/terraform_0.7.7_linux_amd64.zip
\end{lstlisting}

\begin{lstlisting}[language=bash, caption={The base README.md file}, language=bash]

# Our first AWS configuration for Terraform

An initial configuration for Terraform.

## Usage

    $ terraform apply

## License

MIT

\end{lstlisting}

\begin{lstlisting}[caption={Initial base.tf configuration}, language=java]
    provider "aws" {
      access_key = "abc123"
      secret_key = "abc123"
      region     = "us-east-1"
    }
\end{lstlisting}

\end{document}
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                tex.stackexchange.com/questions/323294/…
                
                
– Ulrike Fischer
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                This answer to "How to copy/paste multiple spaces from lstlistings?" is quite instructive. My conclusion from it is that encouraging people to copy and paste code from a pdf is a bad idea (independently of whether TeX was involved in the creation of the pdf or not).
                
                
– gernot
                

                Nov 4, 2016 at 14:08
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    







                
                
                
                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    0
                                

                            

                            
                                


    
        
            Sorted by:
        
        
            Reset to default
        
    

    
        
                        Highest score (default)
                    

                        Date modified (newest first)
                    

                        Date created (oldest first)
                    


    





                            

                        

                    



                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Browse other questions tagged 	listings
	pdf
	copy-paste

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        
	Linked

	    
            
				
					13

				
				produce copy-paste-able pdf output with correct indentation with listing
			

            
				
					9

				
				How to copy/paste multiple spaces from lstlistings?
			

	





    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            8

                        
                        Attach listing to PDF
                    

                    
                        
                            13

                        
                        Problems with copy and paste from PDF using lstlisting
                    

                    
                        
                            6

                        
                        Problems with copy and paste from PDF using lstlisting (Again)
                    

                    
                        
                            13

                        
                        produce copy-paste-able pdf output with correct indentation with listing
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        LaTeX - Copy and paste º
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        lstnewenvironment/lstset : using colors conditionally emph/emphstyle - SAS: (in=_x) versus if x in (1,2)
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Contract for plumber vs roofer
                

            
	
                

                    Characterization of Determinant using multiplicativity and image of diagonal matrices
                

            
	
                

                    Problem with RegionFuncion
                

            
	
                

                    Why does it appear that God punishes Syria in Amos 1 for attacking Israel, even though he previously caused them to attack Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    Is it a good idea to give partial points in grading
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a work of fiction so "fictional" that is so different from our everyday reality that there is 'absolutely' nothing similar to it
                

            
	
                

                    Is intent required for genocide?
                

            
	
                

                    Is non-physicalism reasonable?
                

            
	
                

                    Anna tries to make triangles from broken sticks
                

            
	
                

                    Received a verbal offer via videoconferencing - how long to wait for initial written offer?
                

            
	
                

                    Why should I use 多く instead of 多い in the sentence: 留学生はアジア人が多く
                

            
	
                

                    Riddle: I am a mollusc
                

            
	
                

                    What to do about overhead lights when taking headshots?
                

            
	
                

                    Devastated- Ribble R872 Ultegra damage
                

            
	
                

                    Reality after death of the observer; and multiple reality
                

            
	
                

                    Calculation of pH in Molecular Dynamics simulation?
                

            
	
                

                    Can you enter a Steel defender for protection?
                

            
	
                

                    Hexominos from pentominos, heptominos from hexominos
                

            
	
                

                    Sci-fi short story about a human ship discovering a lost colony of genetically modified humans who find pleasure in self-sacrifice
                

            
	
                

                    Flight to Canada 20-hour layover in Narita. Filipino
                

            
	
                

                    Can any characterized property give a solid account of why multiplication is a harder computation operation than addition?
                

            
	
                

                    Can air itself be theoretically considered as a (very poor) wireless ESD grounding strap?
                

            
	
                

                    Did Boeing debut the 787 Dreamliner in 2007 with plywood doors and daylight visible through the wheel-wells?
                

            
	
                

                    How to reproduce this kind of wavy line?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    




lang-tex



                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        TeX - LaTeX

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5960
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    