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Suppose that I have a tex-based PDF manuscript with math content. I am wondering if it is possible to "sabotage" attempts to convert that PDF to EPUB. 


Specifically, I am wondering if all math content in the PDF can be marked up someway "under the hood" of the PDF so that if an attempt is made to convert it to EPUB, the math will come out saying "Hello There!" or some other message of my choosing.


I'm fine if all my math source has to change to something like \begin{math}...\end{math}. I'm imagining something like that and inserting something into the PDF structure with each such environment.


I am suffering from a very poor understanding of PDF and how EPUB conversion works. I appreciate any attempt to educate me on why what I am considering is not possible. And of course I appreciate even more any advice on how to make it actually happen :)


This question is motivated by a math textbook whose PDF is freely available and openly licensed. The problem is that rogue actors on the internet automate creating EPUB from the PDF. We don't care that they try to sell the EPUB, but we do care that the math is garbage. We would like to redirect would-be readers to the real source PDF.
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                My answer to "How can I protect a pdf" is usually you can't since like a book anyone who can read it can photograph it or with a computer its easier to screen grab or convert the data stream, In this case you could consider stenography (in) or watermarks (on) images of your math, it would not stop the jack sparrows but it might slow them down and if poorly done would show up as copied. In all cases the time taken to protect is usually not worth it. If my ancestor who invented the first stone tablet had copyrighted it I'd be a gazillionaire by now.
                
                
– user170109
                

                Oct 24, 2018 at 1:24
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                @KJO I get all that. Is it clear that I'm not trying to protect the copyright? I'm concerned about the broken math. It's a low-level math textbook, and the typical reader will not necessarily recognize that the symbols in front of them are garbage.
                
                
– alex.jordan
                

                Oct 24, 2018 at 1:28
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                On this forum your asked to give a mwe :-) in this case an image or two to compare the affect and thus effect might help P.S spellchecker changed Steganography to stenography but I guess you got the drift
                
                
– user170109
                

                Oct 24, 2018 at 1:37
                        
                            
                        
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                Your tex is converted to frames & streams of images/text. The text can be chopped to make it harder to copy a stream but most hackers can easily script around that, hence the suggestion to concentrate on images. The nearest method to ''pop up'' an ''I'm watching you'' warning is to frequently embed hidden text and there are several questions such as ''How can I hide comments behind an image / hide a comments box''  That's possibly all you could do, but it's unlikely to be transfered if changes are made, nor would it stop a con'sverter, but hopefully I could be wrong.
                
                
– user170109
                

                Oct 24, 2018 at 2:07
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                I have to wonder whether this might be done with a JavaScript implementation and forms. In essence, put the math or some other important text in a locked text field with a dark gray background (so the text is essentially hidden). Have a "Clear Math/Text" button that resets the background on the form field from dark gray to white. AFAIK, this trick would translate to the EPUB as a bunch of dark gray boxes.
                
                
– Jeffrey J Weimer
                

                Oct 24, 2018 at 2:39
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I prefer the devils advocate view. make it so easy to copy they can't avoid it
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                (a) That's my taco question from math.se. (b) I am a WeBWorK developer. (c) I've asked on latex.se about making the math latex automatically visible or accessible to readers. Coincidences?
                
                
– alex.jordan
                

                Oct 24, 2018 at 14:11
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                Are you manually adding that latex source alongside the math, or do you only type it once, and it is somehow automated to come out in both math and source forms?
                
                
– alex.jordan
                

                Oct 24, 2018 at 14:13
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                Nothings coincidental some say 1^2=\sqrt 1 & we are just = the result of chaos. For illustration its done by cut and paste. The idea is that if you wish readers to get the true source rather than OCR corruption of TeXmath the best way is to include the plain TeX alongside just copy and past text into a box ? Thus to make it easy for readers to check the content. Frequent links to source locations can be interspersed at relevant locations to avoid a simple positional mask of header or footing, with lucky 1 or 2 would get past robot scripts especially if combined into edge of any core images.
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                Oct 24, 2018 at 16:44
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	pdf
	epub

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        
	Linked

	    
            
				
					34

				
				Is there an easy way to add hover text to all incidents of math mode where the hover text would contain the LaTeX code?
			

	





    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            8

                        
                        Use ConTeXt to turn EPUB into PDF
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        tex4ebook: \author is not setting epub dc:creator
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Should we give page numbers to each pages of the research paper?
                

            
	
                

                    How hard to brake to perfectly smoothly reach the destination?
                

            
	
                

                    An exact definition of multiplication
                

            
	
                

                    Could an ecosystem entirely made up of parasites be possible?
                

            
	
                

                    Why does microtype affect the spacing of custom sections when using titlesec?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I solve the error in TRANSIESTA calculations?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the lunar relief not visible in photographs of solar eclipses?
                

            
	
                

                    Cutting machine with Linux: fsck died with status code 4
                

            
	
                

                    Sci-fi short story about a human ship discovering a lost colony of genetically modified humans who find pleasure in self-sacrifice
                

            
	
                

                    One-Dimensional Pinball
                

            
	
                

                    Order of a loop around a cone point
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a language to write programmes by pictures?
                

            
	
                

                    Can any characterized property give a solid account of why multiplication is a harder computation operation than addition?
                

            
	
                

                    List of nice non-context-free languages
                

            
	
                

                    Why do we see a black hole shadow despite the fact that there is hot gas all around it and not all radiation is absorbed by the horizon?
                

            
	
                

                    Should rear wheel be trued without cassette?
                

            
	
                

                    Me and spouse planning to visit UK for both our graduations in the same university. Do we need to submit separate visa applications?
                

            
	
                

                    How are directory contents determined in Finder?
                

            
	
                

                    Bi weekly salaried question!
                

            
	
                

                    Why wasn't the planet Uranus recognized by ancient cultures?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I penalize using accelerated time in Full Dive Virtual Reality?
                

            
	
                

                    Is it a good idea to give partial points in grading
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a reason why demands for conditions to be attached to military aid for Israel mostly come from the Democrat side?
                

            
	
                

                    Name of this fallacy and how to reach conclusion
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    




lang-tex



                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        TeX - LaTeX

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5960
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    