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I need to add some digitally signed documents (pdf format) to a report I'm writing and, for some reason, when I import the document both the document's number and digital signature are gone. Documents signed through a web application and are numbered once they receive their final signature.


This is the command I'm using:


\includepdf[ pages={1,2},pagecommand={\subsection{AGG}}]{AGG.PDF}



This is an image of what the digital signature looks like and what is missing on the final document where this is imported.



Is there a way to have digital signatures show on Latex? I'm using Overleaf if it makes any difference.
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                Pdfpages treat the pdf a graphics so any special types of metadata will be lost. Not sure if Adobe acrobat will do a better job, but it might. For example if you include a pdf with internal hyperlinks these are also lost
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For future users, I solved this by first printing the signed PDF to PDF, and then the signature showed up in my Latex document using \includepdf.
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                Same answer to similar question at tex.stackexchange.com/a/359393/208474.
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                This doesn't solve the also frequent need of keeping the validity of the digital/electronic signatures, as this method only shows the image (easy to fake, on the other hand).
                
                
– Andrestand
                

                Jul 31, 2022 at 10:20
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I am still looking for the method to do this without loosing the validity of the signature other way than using Adobe Acrobat Pro.

If this is not required but you want to keep the searchability and copy/pastability in your final result (without the after-latex step of performing OCR), even in the signature text, you can proceed as follows:

	Open your signed page with inkscape and ungroup it to just keep the signature area (which will be kept as vectorial object).
	Save that area as pdf.
	If the signed page was first generated with LaTeX, use the same code to produce it inside your main, merged document, but now placing the includegraphics with the signature in the right place.
	Else, you will need to includepdf/includegraphics the unsigned version of the page and manage to insert the signature in the right place. There are several ways: using the package background will work, as described at How to include image in background
But other answers there might also be useful. And you can always search the SE for more possible ways of placing images on/behind other content (https://stackoverflow.com/questions/2150513/in-latex-how-can-i-place-text-over-an-imported-graphics-object).


    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Jul 31, 2022 at 10:54
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        AndrestandAndrestand
        
            1,08588 silver badges2424 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






             
    
        
            

	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	pdftex
	pdfpages
	signatures

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        
	Linked

	    
            
				
					22

				
				How to include image in background
			

            
				
					17

				
				\includepdf combined pdf highlights missing
			

	





    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            123

                        
                        How can I crop included PDF documents?
                    

                    
                        
                            110

                        
                        Adding a signature on an online job application
                    

                    
                        
                            27

                        
                        How do I create a PDF file that can be digitally signed?
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        PDF form as background image - filling the form fields
                    

                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        How to check and fix PDF files that cannot be included correctly using pdfpages and Xe(La)TeX?
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Nested TOC from included file using \includepdf possible?
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Contract for plumber vs roofer
                

            
	
                

                    How hard to brake to perfectly smoothly reach the destination?
                

            
	
                

                    Short story about a futuristic civilization that had no concept of there being a wider universe, and the ramifications of them discovering it?
                

            
	
                

                    Book that includes a sections describing a dying world orbiting a red giant, populated by evolved form of algae eating crab
                

            
	
                

                    Is it acceptable to abbreviate “Foxtrot” to “Fox”?
                

            
	
                

                    Can any characterized property give a solid account of why multiplication is a harder computation operation than addition?
                

            
	
                

                    both of my parents are dead or both of my parents were dead
                

            
	
                

                    Order of a loop around a cone point
                

            
	
                

                    Are these valid histograms?
                

            
	
                

                    Travelling Europe with UK partner as Dutch citizen
                

            
	
                

                    Did Boeing debut the 787 Dreamliner in 2007 with plywood doors and daylight visible through the wheel-wells?
                

            
	
                

                    Entropy during spontaneous symmetry breaking
                

            
	
                

                    Has Russia clarified what crimes it charges against the judges of the ICC?
                

            
	
                

                    Should rear wheel be trued without cassette?
                

            
	
                

                    Representing natural numbers as sums of distinct prime powers
                

            
	
                

                    Where can I find reference of Caturvarga?
                

            
	
                

                    Riddle: I am a mollusc
                

            
	
                

                    What are these fibers coming out from the baseboard?
                

            
	
                

                    Burial Traditions
                

            
	
                

                    Conceal passwords in configuration files but maintain password length
                

            
	
                

                    Why does it appear that God punishes Syria in Amos 1 for attacking Israel, even though he previously caused them to attack Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    Why do we see a black hole shadow despite the fact that there is hot gas all around it and not all radiation is absorbed by the horizon?
                

            
	
                

                    Reality after death of the observer; and multiple reality
                

            
	
                

                    How can I solve the error in TRANSIESTA calculations?
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    




lang-tex



                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        TeX - LaTeX

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5973
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    