
    
    

    

        


	
			
			
				

			

			
				
			
			
				
					Stack Exchange Network

					
						Stack Exchange network consists of 183 Q&A communities including Stack Overflow, the largest, most trusted online community for developers to learn, share their knowledge, and build their careers.
					

					Visit Stack Exchange
					
				

			






		        
                        
                            
                            
                            
    

    
        
            Loading…

        

    


    
    


    



                        

                

		


    	
            
        


            
                	
                            
                                Tour
                                
                                    Start here for a quick overview of the site
                                
                            
                        
	
                        
                            Help Center
                            
                                Detailed answers to any questions you might have
                            
                        
                    
	
                                    
                                        Meta
                                        
                                            Discuss the workings and policies of this site
                                        
                                    
                                
	
                                
                                    About Us
                                    
                                        Learn more about Stack Overflow the company, and our products
                                    
                                
                            


            

        

        	
            
                
            
        
	
                

    
        
            
                current community
            

            
                
                    
                        
                    
                

            

        

        
            	
                            
                
        

        
            TeX - LaTeX
        
    

    

    
            help
            chat
    


                    
	
                            
        
    


                            
        

        
            TeX - LaTeX Meta
        
    

                    


        


        
            
your communities            


        

        

                
Sign up or log in to customize your list.                

        


        
            more stack exchange communities
            

            company blog
        

        
                

        
        
    


        
	
	
                            Log in
                        
	Sign up





	



            
                    


            


        
            
            
                
            

                

    



                

            

        

    
                


    
        
            	
                    	


    
        
                Home

        

    

	


    
        
                Questions

        

    

	


    
        
                Tags

        

    

	
	


    
        
                Users

        

    

	


    
        
                Companies

        

    

	


    
        
                Unanswered

        

    



                
	

    Teams


    
        Stack Overflow for Teams
        â€“ Start collaborating and sharing organizational knowledge.
        
        

        Create a free Team
        Why Teams?

    


	
        
            Teams

            
                
            

        
    
	
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                    Create free Team
                

            

        
    


        
    




        
            


            
                Teams

                Q&A for work

                Connect and share knowledge within a single location that is structured and easy to search.

                
                    Learn more about Teams
                
            


            
                
            

        









        

            


    


    
        

            
                        Can you set the Natural Language of a PDF compiled with pdflatex?

                
                        
        Ask Question
    

                

            

            
                    
                        Asked
                        4 years, 3 months ago
                    

                    
                        Modified
                        2 years, 1 month ago
                    

                    
                        Viewed
                        2k times
                    

            


            
                

    

    

		





    
        
            
        
            
        
        
            16
        

        
            
        


        

    
    









    
    




        


        


    
    
                
Can you specify the natural language of a PDF compiled with pdflatex? This Tingtun Accessibility checker doesn't like my PDFs because this isn't set. This page calls it the " /Lang entry in the document catalog of a PDF" and describes how to change it in Adobe Acrobat. But it would be nice to set this automatically at compile time. I would imagine that there is a setting to pass to hyperref to set the natural language, but I haven't found it yet. 
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                Interesting link!  Thanks a lot.  I tested my actual document and it had two errors.  The natural language you mentioned and---surprise---inconsistent headers and footers.  I used KOMA-Script scrbook and its default headers.  I couldn't find any mistake.  Quite stunning!
                
                
– Jan
                

                Dec 4, 2019 at 8:08
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The following document passes the test that you linked.  It should be obvious from the example how to set the language.

\documentclass{article}

\usepackage{hyperref}
\hypersetup{
  pdftitle={Test},
  pdflang={en-US}, % PDF language identifier (RFC 3066)
}

\begin{document}

\section{foobar}

\end{document}


If for some reason you cannot use hyperref, you can also modify the PDF catalog by hand using

\pdfcatalog{/Lang (en-US)}


None of the above is sufficient if you want to generate truly accessible PDF.  All it does it shutting up this particular checker.
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                Outdated answer. At least the second part needs clarification since it can have adverse effects.
                
                
– tanGIS
                

                Jun 24, 2020 at 7:53
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                I suggested an edit to correct your answer. Since it got rejected I posted a new answer. After the edit it is not wrong anymore but still outdated so it does not deserve a high rank.
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The Answer of Henri Menke is outdated as of 2020.

There is now a more elegant way of setting the language through usage of package hyperxmp:

\documentclass{article}

\usepackage{hyperref}
\usepackage[english]{babel}
\usepackage{hyperxmp}[2020/06/15]

\title{Test}

\begin{document}

\section{foobar}

\end{document}


Instead of babel you can also use

\usepackage{polyglossia}
\setdefaultlanguage[variant=US]{english}


The advantage of the hyperxmp method is that it avoids a mismatch between the language in the metadata and the language used for formatting the text. Also since almost everybody uses either babel or polyglossia the code is shorter.

Do not use \pdfcatalog{/Lang (en-US)} since this method does not write XMP metadata. Some readers relying on it may not work properly. Furthermore, \pdfcatalog will only contain the main language whereas XMP will contain all major languages. If you do not want hyperlinks use the NoHyper environment.

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            

            

    
        
            edited Jan 30, 2022 at 9:12
        

        
    

    
        
    

    
        
        
            
        

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Jun 24, 2020 at 7:52
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        tanGIStanGIS
        
            1,6451515 silver badges3232 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






            9 
    
        
            	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                ! Package babel Error: Unknown key for locale 'USenglish' with TeX Live 2020.  Should I downvote now?
                
                
– Henri Menke
                

                Jun 24, 2020 at 8:35
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                @HenriMenke You are welcome. SE is about answers not about egos. For TeX Live users: There is a confirmed bug in babel. Use american instead or polyglossia. I am sure Javier from babel will resolve this quickly.
                
                
– tanGIS
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                The issue in babel is resolved in 3.46. So it should work with Linux as well now.
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