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I have got a table that I would like to adorn with some coloured rings to pick out some overlapping subsets of its elements. The table itself consists simply of a rectangular array of numbers. I was wondering whether I could make it in a graphics program, do the adornment there, save it as an image (e.g. a .pdf), and then call it from Texmaker as a table. It needs to be numbered e.g. 'Table 5'.


The idea is that from the reader's point of view, it would be a table in the same way as any other.


I'd be grateful if someone could advise on whether this is possible, and if so, how to do it.


Many thanks in advance! Harry
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                There have been some questions about circling elements in tables before, perhaps some of these are interesting. For example Highlighting table cells and Highlight a table row with a rectangular overlay/
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                If you want to do it in a graphic program, you can export it from inkscape as pdf+latex, so that your text gets replaced by LaTeX and is the right font and size.
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                Another reference: Highlight table cells using thick, colored border.
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                \begin{table}\includegraphics{fancytable.pdf}\caption{This describes the fancy table.}\end{table}
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You certainly don't have to use a tabular (or related) environment to produce the tabular part of what LaTeX calls a table environment: If you're familiar with creating figure environments (including the use of \includegraphics to load an external image file), then doing the same in a table environment will be simple for you. 


In LaTeX jargon, both figure and table environments are "floats". The main difference, as far as users are concerned, is that the \caption{bla bla bla} command will create different headers -- Figure x: bla bla bla in the former case, Table y: bla bla bla in the latter case. Almost everything else is pretty much identical (from a user perspective).


The main challenge I'd perceive arising from creating the tabular material in an external program is that it'll almost certainly look quite different from any tabular material you create using one of LaTeX's own tabular environments. Consistency of the look of tables in a document is rather important and desirable. Thus, if you do create one table with rings, ellipses, and what not using an external program, you may want to create all tables that way.  
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a table environment (or a figure environment, for that matter) may contain anything you fancy.


however, i would think that using an external program to generate this effect would be difficult to "get right" (doing the numbers in the correct font, for example).


i would do it using some package like pgf.  (i shan't show how, i don't do pgf much ... someone will be along soon to suggest how...)


[oops, wrote svg when i meant pgf.  comes of writing an svg announcement before coming to sx ... sorry]

    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            

            

    
        
            edited Sep 9, 2012 at 9:38
        

        
    

    
        
    

    
        
        
            
        

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Sep 9, 2012 at 9:13
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        wasteofspacewasteofspace
        
            5,3422727 silver badges1818 bronze badges
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






             
    
        
            

	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	tables
	graphics

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        
	Linked

	    
            
				
					32

				
				Highlighting table cells
			

            
				
					28

				
				Highlight a table row with a rectangular overlay
			

            
				
					17

				
				Highlight table cells using thick, colored border
			

	





    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            9

                        
                        Non copyable image in PDF
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Vertical align table and image
                    

                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        Table and image alignment
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Insert image after table
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Force place image on table environment
                    

                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        Image exceeds table height
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Insert pdf image in latex
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Place an image behind a table
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        How can I exactly position an image\table in a document?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Image position next to table
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Has Russia clarified what crimes it charges against the judges of the ICC?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a relationship between καθαιρέω ("destroy") and καθαίρω ("purify")?
                

            
	
                

                    Order of a loop around a cone point
                

            
	
                

                    How would a creature adapted to life in a completely dark environment also have the ability to change its skin pattern like an octopus?
                

            
	
                

                    Could an ecosystem entirely made up of parasites be possible?
                

            
	
                

                    Are these valid histograms?
                

            
	
                

                    Are two subgroups of prime index with a large intersection necessarily conjugate?
                

            
	
                

                    How do I describe when someone is in possession of something they haven't been given
                

            
	
                

                    Dropping outlier from linear regression model reducing adjusted R^2
                

            
	
                

                    How hard to brake to perfectly smoothly reach the destination?
                

            
	
                

                    How do I best identify weak points in myself along a path to academia
                

            
	
                

                    What are these fibers coming out from the baseboard?
                

            
	
                

                    QGIS: How to only get the intersection part of self-intersecting polygons?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I penalize using accelerated time in Full Dive Virtual Reality?
                

            
	
                

                    How to reproduce this kind of wavy line?
                

            
	
                

                    Did Boeing debut the 787 Dreamliner in 2007 with plywood doors and daylight visible through the wheel-wells?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make use of Cat 5e cabling in my home?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my car losing control and vibrating
                

            
	
                

                    Conceal passwords in configuration files but maintain password length
                

            
	
                

                    How can I understand the gap between CPA and CCA1?
                

            
	
                

                    How to remove the smell of bicarbonate of soda?
                

            
	
                

                    Sci-fi short story about a human ship discovering a lost colony of genetically modified humans who find pleasure in self-sacrifice
                

            
	
                

                    both of my parents are dead or both of my parents were dead
                

            
	
                

                    expansion of a macro defined with \csname
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    




lang-tex



                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        TeX - LaTeX

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5973
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    